
Avian Biology Research provides a forum for the publication of research in every 
field of ornithology, and articles are considered that provide novel perspectives on 
any aspect of ornithology be it pure or applied. Ideally, manuscripts should 
describe hypothesis driven investigations supported by rigorous analysis, 
although reviews are also welcomed. Whilst there is a wide range of suitable 
topics for the journal, the editors would prefer not to receive manuscripts that are 
too narrow in their focus, for example those involving nutritional studies, or 
descriptions of disease, in poultry species. Such manuscripts are more suitable for 
poultry-orientated journals. Any topics will be considered but potential authors 
should consider whether their manuscript will appeal to a broad readership. Avian 
Biology Research will publish all aspects of pure and applied ornithology for wild 
or captive species but it also caters for research that does not readily fit within the 
publication objectives of other ornithological journals.
Articles should be submitted online to www.avianbiologyresearch.co.uk
Manuscripts should be prepared in English (UK spelling) and should be checked 
for clarity by a native English speaker prior to submission. Any manuscripts that 
require extensive editing for clarity of English will be rejected by the 
Editor-in-Chief.
There are no pages charges for publication in Avian Biology Research. Reasonable 
use of colour images will be accommodated without charge. The publisher 
reserves the right to charge for excess colour printing.

1 MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION
1.1 Manuscript structure
A single file should be submitted, containing the manuscript text, tables and 
figures, as follows: Title page, Abstract, Keywords, Main text, 
Acknowledgements, References,  Figure legends, Tables and table legends, 
Figures.
 Text should be double spaced, pages numbered consecutively and consecutive 
line numbers used throughout. Preferred fonts are Times New Roman or Arial, and 
all text must be at least 12 points. Acceptable file formats are: Word (.doc or 
.docx). The editor reserves the right to adjust style to certain standards of 
uniformity.

1.1.1  Title page
The title of the paper should be concise but informative, and unambigously
reflect its contents. Where the title exceeds 70 characters a suggestion for an 
abbreviated running title should be given.
The name, full postal address(es) and E-mail address of the corresponding author 
should follow the title. The author submitting the manuscript will be the one to 
whom all correspondence will be addressed. Where an author has moved 
permanently or temporarily to a new address, this should be indicated as a footnote 
on the first page.

1.1.2  Abstract
All manuscripts must have a short Abstract (200–250 words), that can be 
understood without reference to the text. Five keywords should be listed at the end 
of the Abstract.

1.1.3  Main text
Authors may organise their manuscripts using the headings which they consider 
most appropriate. All headings should be numbered to indicate relative 
importance. For manuscripts reporting original data there should be separate 
results and discussion sections. Number the main headings: 1. Introduction; 2. 
Methods; 3. Results, and 4. Discussion. Sub-heading should be numbered 
sequentially within each section: 1.1., 2.2. etc.
 Methodology should be complete and not reliant on reference to other 
published information that may not be available thereby allowing readers’ scope 
to repeat the experiment.
 There is no word limit for submitted articles, although the following general 
style guidelines should be adhered to: all text should be clear, readable, and 
concise, and UK English spelling should be used throughout, except in quotations 
and in references. Footnotes should not be used, and the use of underlining and 
italics reserved solely for species names and mathematical symbols.

1.1.4  References
References should be cited at the appropriate point in the text by author name, 
using the first author et al., for more than two authors, followed by the year of 
publication in parentheses: (Lee and Smith, 2000) or Lee et al. (2010). The order 
for references within parentheses in the text should be chronological and then 
alphabetical. For works by the exact same author(s) in the same year, append a, b, 
c, etc. to the year of publication. Full details should be listed in alphabetical order 
in a reference list. The correct presentation of references is:
Deeming, D.C. and Wadland, D. (2002) Influence of mating sex ratio in 
commercial pheasant flocks on bird health and the production, fertility, and 
hatchability of eggs. Brit. Poultry Sci., 43, 16–23.
McNabb, F.M.A., Dunnington, E.A. and Freeman, T.B. (1989) Thyroid hormones 
and growth patterns of embryonic and posthatch chickens from lines selected for 
high and low juvenile body weight. Growth Devl. Ageing, 53, 87–89.

Edgar, S.A. (1986) Practical immunization of chickens and turkey against 
coccidian. In: McDouglad, I.R., Joyner, I.P. and Long, P.I. (eds), Research in avian 
coccidiosis, pp. 617–630. University of Georgia, Athens, GA.
Vincent, J.F.V. (1992) Biomechanics-material: a practical approach. Oxford 
University Press.
Bhogal, B.S. (1989) Live vaccine for coccidiosis utilizing coccidial sporozoites. 
U.S. Patent 4804, 404.
Huang, P.C. (1989) Native and genetically engineered metallothioncin sequences. 
Paper presented at Mt. Symp. Metallothioncin in Biology and Medicine, 
Honolulu, Hawaii, December 10–14.
Deeming, D.C. (1989) An investigation into the physiological basis for egg 
turning during incubation in birds. PhD thesis, University of Reading, UK.
For references only published online:
Swan, B.L., Hall, W. and Shuster, C.N. Jr. (2012) The 2012 Delaware Bay 
Horseshoe Crab spawning survey. http://www.horseshuecrabsurvey.com. 
[accessed 8 June 2013].
Only material that is published or accepted for publication should be listed in the 
references. Personal communications, unpublished data and manuscripts in 
preparation should be incorporated in the text in parentheses: (Jones, A.D., 
personal communication).

1.1.5  Acknowledgements
List any acknowledgments, sources of support, grants, disclaimers or financial 
conflicts of interest that might be seen to influence the results or interpretation of 
the manuscript.

1.1.6  Figure legends
Figures should be consecutively numbered with Arabic numerals in the order in 
which they are cited in the paper. There should be a text citation for each figure, 
e.g., ‘‘. . . as shown in Figure 3’’, because it is not always possible to site a figure 
at an exact place in the text. Each figure should be accompanied by a concise 
legend that incorporates any necessary explanatory material, and these should be 
typed in a separate list. For micrographs it is better to include a scale bar on the 
figure rather than to give a magnification in the legend.

1.1.7  Tables and table legends
Each table should appear on a separate sheet, and tables should be numbered 
consecutively with Arabic numerals. All Tables should be cited in the text, e.g., 
‘‘see Table 1’’. Table titles should be concise, and general explanatory material 
that applies to the whole table should be included as footnotes and not in the table 
title. Consult a recent issue for the journal’s table style.

1.1.8  Figures
Figures should be presented on separate pages at the end of the manuscript. Colour 
figures are reproduced for free in the both the print and electronic versions of the 
article. Consult a recent issue for the journal’s figure style.

1.2  Equations
Equations should be numbered sequentially within the paper, and the numbering 
and cross-references should be checked carefully. All symbols should be defined 
either in a notation list or at their first mention in the text.

1.3  Cover illustrations
An illustration is featured on the cover of each issue, the cost of which is borne by 
the journal. Authors are encouraged to submit high-quality colour photographs for 
possible use as a cover illustration, which should include a brief caption and 
appropriate credit.

1.4  Submission
Articles should be submitted online at www.avianbiologyresearch.co.uk. If you 
have questions about the submission system or the procedures for submitting 
manuscripts, please contact the editorial office at info@sciencereviews.co.uk

2  Copyright
It is the author’s responsibility to obtain permission from the copyright owner for 
any extensive quotations (e.g., tables) from other publications or for the 
reproduction of previously published illustrations. Such permission should be sent 
to the publisher. For each paper authors will be asked to transfer copyright to 
Science Reviews 2000 Ltd (subject to safeguards regarding their own proprietary 
rights and the rights to use their own material in future works). If copyright cannot 
be transferred, e.g., if the material is Crown Copyright or in the case of certain US 
Government-sponsored works, ‘‘in the public domain,’’ this should be stated on 
the submission form.

3  Proofing Procedure
Authors will be notified by E-mail when their page proofs are ready to be 
downloaded from the database for the correction of typesetting errors only. Other 
alterations may be charged to the author.

4 Offprints
The corresponding author will receive, by  E-mail, a link to download a pdf file of 
the final published article.
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